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Australian Football across the Northern 
Territory (NT) continues to develop 
further both in the major centres and 

out in our fascinating remote regions, which 
ensures that its preference as the number 
one sporting code in the NT remains firm. 
The NT sporting public in our major centres 
and remote regions have continued to show 
their support for the game through increased 
participation numbers, higher attendance 
figures, increased sport specific education 
programs and continued volunteerism.

In the Top End, the Northern Territory 
Football League (NTFL) with its Premier 
League, Division One, Division Two and 
Women’s competitions continue to be 
successful and provide opportunities for 
Territorians to participate in our great 
game.  The door has been opened for 
the introduction of new clubs and teams 
as a result of the progressive new tiered 
structure. With development opportunities 
in business currently in our regional climate 
there is the chance of seeing teams 
representing Inpex, McMahons, Conoco 
Philips and JKC in additional specifically 
configured competitions in the near future, 
so that we continue to satisfy the Australian 
Football needs of the Territory public.  

Of the new clubs that entered the NTFL 
competition in 2010/11, the Banks Football 
Club has taken on the new format with 
great vigour and proven to be a strong 
competitor and a club with vision. Taking out 
the 2011/12 NTFL Division One premiership 
and then being progressive in desiring to 
be a part of four week trial period in the 
NTFL Premier League to begin the 2012/13 
season. Tracy Village have been energetic 
in forming a sound junior structure, initially 
with the Under 14’s and now including the 
Under 12’s and having a connection with 
the local Auskick centre. In addition they 
have provided an opportunity for women to 
participate, working towards constructing 
a strong club with deep foundations to 
take them into the future. PINT Football 

Club have found themselves to be a 
competitive club in both the Division One 
and Two competitions in their first two years 
and are continuing to build on the sound 
traditions that began many years ago.  

Wadeye Magic completed a 10 week trial 
in 2011/12, which was very successful. As 
a club going forward they are continuing 
to work and develop those binding 
frameworks that are necessary to ensure 
long term participation in the NTFL. They 
are moving towards fulltime participation 
in the 2013/14 NTFL season. University, 
Olympic, Jabiru and the Mindil Sharks 
have proven to be major contributors to 
the NTFL Division Two competition, each 
bringing their own special component to 
the configuration of the program. Olympic 
were successful in the 2011/12 NTFL 
Division Two Grand Final, while University 
have consolidated well in Division Two after 
initially fielding a side in each Division and 
struggling. Mindil Sharks continue to take 
huge steps forward both on and off field.  

The traditional NTFL clubs continue looking 
at different ways to be involved in each 
senior level. With Palmerston, Southern 
Districts and Waratah having sides in all 
three of the Men’s senior level programs, it 
has made other clubs look at whether they 
wish to field sides at the third tier. St Marys 
and Nightcliff utilise University and Olympic 
respectively in an alliance arrangement 
to provide more opportunities for their 
members. The Division One competition for 
the traditional clubs has become a mostly 
youth development side, which is a positive 
approach to help develop more Premier 
League players and one that ensures 
younger players are not lost to the game 
due to not having a spot in the team. The 
women’s competition increased to a six team 
program following the inclusion of Tracy 
Village. It is a great result for women’s footy 
and has provided great support towards the 
development of the Youth Girls competition, 
which inturn will provide a larger feed of 

participants into the women’s competition. 
The Youth Girls competition has gone to a 
club driven program, starting the 2012/13 
NTFL season with six teams also. The 
inclusion of Wanderers into this program 
was a great result for the expansion of their 
club. For both the Women’s and Youth Girls 
programs, it is hoped that those currently 
developing under the structures will help 
extend each of them out to eight team 
competitions over the next few seasons.  

The NTFL underage competition divisional 
program (16’s & under) is in its second 
year and opportunities for clubs has seen 
team numbers soar. The growth between 
2011/12 to season 2012/13 has accounted 
for a 44% increase in the number of teams 
competing in these programs, which is a 
testament to the clubs foresight and drive 
that they have taken this concept and 
ran with it. A substantial amount of this 
growth is attributed to the introduction of 
the Under 12’s competition for 2012/13, 
which replaced the existing Under 14’s 
Division 3, in addition to allowing 10 year 
olds to play in the competition for the first 
time. The dedication of the clubs to submit 
additional teams and resource those teams 
to cater for the demand from players must 
be applauded. The number of matches now 
scheduled for each weekend has reached 
43, which is an increase of around 20% over 
the 2011/12 NTFL Season. At the completion 
of the 2010/11 NTFL season, the TIO NTFL 
competition consisted of 64 teams with 33 
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games played on any one weekend. At the 
beginning of the 2012/13 NTFL season there 
were 86 teams involved in the competition.

The 2011/12 NTFL season was a 
welcome relief after the marred 2010/11 
season which saw us having to alter and 
reschedule matches continuously due to 
the playing surfaces. The financial impact 
during the 2011/12 on the management 
of the competition was made much easier 
as a result of regular good weather and 
a much more healthier main oval at TIO 
Stadium, and has resulted in some far 
greater returns for participants and their 
families as well as the many volunteers for 
the 2012/13 NTFL season. The TIO NTFL 
Final Series was up there with the best, 
both on field and off field. The calibre of the 
matches ensured that there record crowds 
and the advent of AFLNTv! made certain 
that many people across the Territory could 
be involved in the events that unfolded.

Congratulations go out to all of the 
Premiers for 2011/12 TIO NTFL Season;

Premier League winners:		
Tiwi Bombers Football Club (inaugural win) 
Division One winners:			 
Banks Football Club (inaugural win) 
Division Two winners:	 		
Olympic Spartans Football Club (inaugural 
win) 
U18 Winners;	  
Palmerston Magpies Football Club 
Women’s Competition:		   
Waratah Football Club 
U16 Hickman:	 			 
Nightcliff Football Club 
U16 Leverence:			    
Palmerston Magpies Football Club 
Youth Girls:			   	
Palmerston Magpies Football Club 
U14 Gundersen:		 	  
Palmerston Magpies Football Club 
U14 Lew Fatt:	 			 
Nightcliff Football Club 
U14 Atkinson:				  
Palmerston Magpies Football Club

Overall the entire competition in 2011/12 
was memorable. All clubs continued to 

work hard to improve themselves and this 
was evident in the on field success in all 
grades. Congratulations to all volunteers 
of the seven TIO NTFL Clubs, from Club 
Presidents through to the boot strappers, 
without whose efforts and contributions 
the fortunes of your beloved club would 
not have been realised. Volunteers are 
the life blood of any football club and 
your contribution has allowed your club to 
continue to grow and prosper. This is also 
especially evident for the clubs who didn’t 
see success on the last day of the season, 
the work and contributions that you put into 
your club needs to also be recognised as 
it takes more than a Premiership winning 
team to create a successful competition.

After a tight first 12 rounds, Troy Coates 
(Nightcliff) was the eventual run away 
winner of the 2011/12 Nichols Medal with 
29 votes over Paul Scanlon of Tiwi Bombers 
who finished clear second on 17 votes. 
Third place went to Rupert Pupangamirri 
(Tiwi) on 14 votes, but was ineligible due 
to suspension. Paul Scanlon collected 
the Chaney Medal for a Best on Ground 
performance in the TIO NTFL Premier 
League Grand Final, while Tiwi Bombers 
forward Gerard Cunningham kicked 91 
goals to win the Dennis Dunn Trophy.

Congratulations to other award winners;

Mitch Lee Medal (Div 1):		
John Kensey (PINT)
Lancaster Medal (Div 2):	 	
Nik Halkitis (Olympic)
Abala Medal (U18):			 
David Richardson (Sthn Districts)
Coca Cola Medal (Women’s):		
Steph James (Waratah)
Hickman Medal (U16):		
Sam Godden (Waratah)
Leverence Medal (U16):		
Jaidyn Hill (Palmerston)
Gundersen Medal (U14):	 	
Ezckiel Frank (Palmerston) 

Lew Fatt Medal (U14):		
Jake Furby-Turner (Darwin)
Atkinson Medal (U14):	 	
Levi Higgins (Palmerston)

The 2012/13 TIO NTFL season has seen 
plenty of excitement early on with the St 
Marys and Tiwi Bombers Football Club 
leading the competition after 10 rounds. 
Damian Cupido has put through 79 majors 
for the Southern Districts Football Club. 

 
PHOTOS:  
(Far left bottom) Tiwi Bombers celebrating 
their victory after winning the Premier 
League Grand Final. 
(Far left top) Banks Division 1 Coach and 
Captain after receiving the premiership flag 
for Division 1 Premiers.  
(Above) Troy Coates pictured after winning 
the 2011-12 Officeworks Nichols Medal.
(Below left) Nightcliff Tigers, Under 14 
Lewfatt Premiers for 2011-12.
(Below right) Palmerston Magpies, Under 
14 Atkinson Premiers for 2011-12.
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